Letter for Club Members to send to their local MP

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am a bird keeper, breeder and exhibitor, a member of (name of your club).
I am writing to seek your help to arrange a review of the APHA/DEFRA changes to the Licencing of Bird Gatherings announced on 8th December 2025 which are threatening the survival of our traditional show season and also our hobby.
The main problems are:
· the splitting of budgies and parrotlike birds away from canaries, finches and foreign birds. This prevents mixed shows which are the most common type for Cage Bird Societies. It creates the need for two shows rather than one with reduced numbers of entries at each  and double the costs.

· The budgies and parrotlike remain under the old general licence with 7 days between shows but the canaries, finches and foreign birds are under the new specific licence requiring a two week gap  between shows for individual birds. This plays havoc with club and inter-club competitions which often run over several weekends consecutively at different locations. The reason for the 14-day gap is unexplained.

· The ban on sales and exchanges of birds at bird shows with a specific licence. The fact that our captive birds are housed at home without access to wild birds and travel in secure boxes/bags to the shows mean the risk of infection is zero. Birds from known areas infected with avian flu’ are not allowed to enter shows so no risk of infection.

· The involvement of vets in agreeing and endorsing applications and contingency plans is problematic. Finding vets locally who are avian competent is difficult. Even harder is finding one  willing to be on call or on duty throughout a show even if a fee can be agreed and afforded. There has never been a case of avian flu’ identified at a non-poultry avian show. 

· After decades of attending and helping to run bird shows I have not seen one occasion when a vet’s presence was necessary. People bring fit birds to shows in order to win. Poorly birds are not admitted to shows.

What we need is a rethink of these changes with an evidenced-based assessment for captive birds. We need a proper consultation with APHA/DEFRA and avicultural organisations on ways to sustain our exhibitions safely but without crippling regulations.
Your support in asking APHA/DEFRA to reconsider would be immensely appreciated.

Yours sincerely
